
You may have seen him racing down the
slopes, but you are more likely to recognise
him from photos of his numerous victories.
Recently revealed to be the third most
sought name on Google Switzerland, Carlo
Janka is proving to be one of the most
popular Swiss alpine ski racers of his
generation. 

Born in 1986 in Obersaxen, Graubünden,
he completed his first International Ski
Federation race when he was 15. Now a
member of the Swiss national ski team,
success has come in all four disciplines;
however, it is in the giant slalom that Janka
has really made a name for himself, with his
accolades including gold medals from both
the 2009 World Championships and the
2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics. 

At the end of the 2009/2010 FIS season,
Janka was crowned the fourth Swiss overall 
World Cup champion – the first Swiss
champion since 1992 – after he won in the
disciplines downhill, giant slalom and super
combined. So far in his young career, he
has enjoyed 19 places on the podium, 9 of
them as winner.

After undergoing heart surgery in February
this year, Janka celebrated his first victory
of the season in Slovenia just a month later.
‘The Iceman’ took five minutes out of his
busy training schedule to talk to Swiss
News …

If I weren’t a skier, I would be … 
a skier. I love to ski and therefore I would never want to do anything
else

If I could invite five people, living or dead, to a dinner party,
they would be … 
Roger Federer, Wilhelm Tell, Johnny Cash, Wayne Rooney, and
Gisele Bündchen

To me, Swissness is … 
having a sense of home, tradition, and cleanliness

On my iPod at the moment are … 
Coldplay, Johnny Cash, and Metallica

My greatest hero is … 
Roger Federer

I wish people would take more notice of … 
skiing as a sport all over the world

My perfect Sunday is … 
being able to sleep late, have brunch and then watch soccer on TV

When I’m not skiing, I am … 
practising for the ski season, which includes weight lifting,
endurance and fitness training

My proudest moment thus far was … 
it’s hard to choose between winning the Olympic Gold medal and my
victory in the legendary Lauberhorn race (the longest downhill
course in the world) in 2010

Success for me means … 
being healthy and staying that way
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